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These years, lots of researchers discussed the issues of public goods provision in rural 
China. According to the theory of governance and theory of state & society 
relationship, there are three factors must be concerned. There are institution factor, 
economic factor and social factor. However, the informed research is not enough. 
Most of the literatures paid attention to how the provision institution or the democratic 
institution affected the public goods provision in rural China. Few researchers 
concerned that the informal institution in rural China may affect the public goods 
provision as well. This article seeks to find out the relationships between the informal 
institution and the public goods provision in rural China. We did a case study with 
both qualitative and quantitative method in T village. We try to find out if there are 
some informal institutions affect public goods provision by affecting villagers' 
donation behaviour in T village? Then We found that the informal institution in T 
village, some habitudes and traditions had a positive influence on Public goods 
provision by the function of Social Habitual Memory and Polycentricity in T village. 
As we found that the informal institutions had a positive influence on public goods 
provision by surmounting the "free-rider" problem and improving villagers' donation 
in T village.  
 
This research has definitely shown that informal institutions had a positive influence 
on public goods provision in T village. Detailed description, it shows the finding as 
following. First, public affairs of clan could be well governed even without the formal 
institutions in T village. Second, the informal institutions affected public goods 
provision in T village by some other institutions. Third, the two institutions, 
Polycentricity and Social Habitual Memory can not be isolated. Historicity, Social 
Habitual Memory affects the Polycentricity as well At last, the informal institution is 
important to the formal institution.   
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